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Finding the Virgin Mary in the Bible 
 

Here are some Scripture citations: 
 

The devil hates her and he stands against her.  
Genesis 3:15; Revelation 12:17 
 

God makes her the virgin mother. 
Isaiah 7:14 
 

Mary is “full of grace,” even prior to the coming 
of Christ. 
Luke 1:26-28 
 

Her presence with Christ in the womb awakened 
the Spirit in others. 
Luke 1:41 
 

The first half of the Hail Mary prayer comes from 
Scripture. 
Luke 1:42 
 

Mary is truly the Mother of God, mother of the 
whole person of her child. 
Luke 1:43 
 

Mary is without sin and calls Christ her Savior 
even at the visitation (present tense). 
Luke 1:47 
 

Mary will always be called blessed among 
women. 
Luke 1:48 
 

God has miraculously and uniquely intervened in 
her life. 
Luke 1:49 
 

Mary will receive our many prayers. She will 
suffer much in solidarity with her Son for our 
sake. 
Luke 2:34-35 
 

Mary is the first disciple of her Son, keeping the 
Word so wondrously that the Word becomes 
flesh and lives among us. 
Luke 11:27-28 
 

Mary is a powerful intercessor with Christ. 
John 2:3-5 
 

The Mother of the Redeemer becomes the 
Mother of all the Redeemed. 
John 19:26-27; Revelation 12:17 
 

Mary and the saints are in communion with Jesus 
Christ in heaven. 
1 Corinthians 6:17 
 

Mary is the new Ark of the Covenant. 
Revelation 11:19-12:1 
 

Mary was assumed into heaven as Queen. 
Revelation 12:1 
 

Twelve Easter Insights 
 

(The following was shared as the Easter Message 
in the parish for 2018.) 
 

(1) A new day has dawned. 
 

(2) The promise of old has been fulfilled. 
 

(3) The breech is healed. 
 

(4) The salvific work of Christ has redeemed us 
from the devil. 
 

(5) While the primordial trespass brought 
suffering and death into the world– Christ’s 
fidelity ushers forth healing and life. 
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(6) Nothing will ever be the same again. 
 

(7) Death is conquered if not entirely undone. 
 

(8) We no longer need fear the specter of death. 
 

(9) The grave will not consume us. 
 

(10) No one need live in vain. 
 

(11) Like the apostles we are called as witnesses 
to the saving truth. 
 

(12) Christ becomes the pattern of our 
discipleship: we must die with Christ if we hope 
to live with him. 
 

The Reach of the Prayers of the Faithful 
 

God is the source of justice for those wronged by 
the world.  While our faith must be lived outside 
the church doors, do we really make our own the 
bidding prayers of the Mass?  What are the 
intentions that we bring to the Eucharist?  Do we 
truly believe that God hears and answers 
prayers?  Some critics think that we are just 
talking to ourselves and making a wish-list that 
will never be realized.  Of course, the Lord is not a 
genie from a lamp.  His response to prayer, not 
wishes, is not to serve selfishness but charity, 
compassion, peace and truth. 
 

If we belong to the Lord then we should witness 
in faith to his justice.  The world resists and does 
not want to change.  Jesus laments, “when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
(Luke 18:8). 
 

If we want our petitions answered; do we 
respond to the cries of the poor? 
 

Do we pray for courage so as to live out a heroic 
witness as signs of contradiction? 
 

Do we ask for the grace to love and forgive as 
Jesus does, even those who hate and hurt us? 
 

Do we pray for enemies, as well as for friends and 
loved ones? 
 

Do we pray for the living and the dead? 
 

Are our petitions devoid of selfishness? 
 

Do we pray for the salvation of souls, vocations 
and the sanctity of life?  
 

Are we emissaries praying for the wounded 
world? 
 

Does Prayer Move God or Us? 

The worldwide Catholic Church fulfills the 

command from the Gospel to pray unceasingly.  

The Mass is offered, the Liturgy of the Hours is 

prayed and the Rosary is said.  Unlike the 

dishonest judge, God cannot be manipulated or 

forced to comply with our wishes.  However, God 

wants us to pray and to petition him as a loving 

Father.  Persistent faith and prayer is an antidote 

to human fickleness.  We need to have the heart 

and mind of God— to want what he wants. 

Constant prayer and a lived faith will transform 

us.  We become God’s children in truth.  Yes, God 

knows what we need even before we petition 

him; however, this posture of dependence is 

demanded by God for our own good.  A person 

may give drink to the thirsty but the receiver 

must hold up his glass to receive the life-giving 

water. It might seem that God is moved but we 

are the ones being moved.  God pours himself 

out; but we must be receptive to the divine 

presence and grace. 

I remember my departed mother.  She was never 

happier than when her family needed her.  Even 

when we were selfish, she immediately 

responded with love and caring.  All good 

mothers are the same.  Our supplications may be 

endless, but so is God’s charity and patience.  We 

belong to him.  Everything is God’s gift to us.  He 

delights in hearing the voices of his children. 
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Lift Up Your Hearts & Hands & Voices 

Israel’s war against Amalek might have been a 

foreshadowing of the Church’s struggle against 

the world and the devil. The raised hands of 

Moses are often connected to the raised hands of 

the priest at the altar. The power that wins the 

battle is not Moses but that of God. However, 

Moses is seen as a conduit for divine power, 

showering his soldiers with heavenly strength 

and inspiring them with his presence on top of 

the hill. When Moses grew tired, Aaron and Hur 

supported his arms. 

I am reminded about the story of an elderly priest 

who had to offer Mass from his wheelchair. A 

makeshift table was placed on the lower level 

before the altar. The priest had a debilitating 

muscular disease and his arms and hands were 

weak and useless. Two men from the community 

would hold up his arms for the orations and 

blessings. When he needed to hold the sacred 

elements, they would clasp their hands upon his 

so that he could raise up the bread and wine for 

consecration. Visitors one weekend were critical, 

noting that it was a shame that there was no 

healthy priest to say Mass properly. A large 

number of parishioners quickly objected to the 

criticism. One of them retorted, “What do you 

mean? We have our priest and he is empowered 

by Christ to give us the Eucharist and God’s 

blessing… what more could we want?” 

The faith of the Jews and later of Christians is a 

mediated faith. We lift our hands and voices to 

the Lord. God uses weak human vessels to show 

his power and to transmit his gifts. God sends his 

deliverers, prophets, apostles, bishops, priests 

and deacons. God is our ultimate guardian but he 

gives us human sentinels who keep watch over 

his flock. 

Announcements 

Shelter Meal Ministry - The Holy Family Shelter 

Meal Ministry group is seeking donations of fresh 

milk, oranges, and frozen orange juice for its 

quarterly breakfast service at S.O.M.E. (So Others 

Might Eat) on Saturday, April 28 to help feed the 

homeless and the poor in our nation's capital. 

Please bring your donations to the Hall on 

Thursday, April 26 or Friday, April 27 between 

7:00-8:30 PM. Signup sheets and contact 

information are located in the back of the church. 

Thanks for your continuous support. 

Warm Nights Assistance - We are currently 

assisting the Warm Nights/Bridges of Hope 

Program. Each week they wash the towels and 

linens used by the families in the program. To 

assist them we are collecting donations of 

laundry detergent, dryer sheets, towels and wash 

clothes. All items can be placed in the labeled 

containers in the back of the church. Questions 

please call Marsha Hansen at 301-390-4892. 

 

4/1 Easter, 4/8 Divine Mercy, 4/9 Annunciation, 4/11 St. 

Stanislaus, 4/13 St. Martin I, 4/21 St. Anselm, 4/23 St. 

George / St. Adalbert, 4/24 St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, 

4/25 St. Mark, 4/28 St. Peter Chanel / St. Louis Grignion 

de Montfort, 4/30 St. Pius V. 

https://www.catholic.org/lent/easter.php
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/9-things-you-need-to-know-about-divine-mercy-sunday
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1057
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=207
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=207
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-martin-i/
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=548
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=280
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=280
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=858
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=3355
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=305
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=403
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-louis-mary-grignion-de-montfort/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-louis-mary-grignion-de-montfort/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-pius-v/

